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Of course I do not claim any right to your time or any portion of your patience, very probably I might not have the confidence to ask in person what I request by letter, yet notwithstanding all this, I do hope to hear from you. In that hope I remain, FO||M ^              ^ R A
From General Butler to F. A. Angell
DEAR SIB: A man's right to self-government is inherent and inalienable. It does not depend on the degree of his intelligence or on other accidents. It is the correlation of self defence. , Is the Negro a man?
But it is said that the Negro will vote as his late master directs, and thus increase his master's political power. Be it so. As the master will have control of all the voting, as he had before the war, if the negro does not vote, I do not see how he or we are worse off if the negro votes with him. If the master votes right, let the negro vote with him. If the master votes wrong, then we gain the chance that the negro may not vote with the master. That chance is worth something. Thus we gain and can lose nothing by giving the negro the right of suffrage.
Respectfully, [BENJ. F. BUTLER]
From General Butler
LOWEIA, July 12, 1865
M aj. Gen. HOWARD, Comdg. of Freedmen's Affairs
GEN. : When in command of the Army of the James I caused a very substantial hospital to be built at Point of Rocks, near Bermuda Hundreds, on the peninsular between the Appomattox and the James, of logs, composed of many buildings, with the design that after the capture of Richmond the structures should be used as a freedmen's village to accommodate the negroes whom I foresaw would flock to Richmond. I think the hospital was well adapted to that end. It should not be permitted to go back into the hands of the former disloyal owner, because, among other reasons, hundreds of our soldiers' graves are in the cemetery near it. I have then ventured to call the matter to your attention for such action
as you think fit.                          r>      ^c n             -D T* T>
J                                             Respectfully yours, B. F. B.